
Beyond – Sixth Form Drama

Who runs the activity?

Between St Helen’s and Abingdon 
School there are seven drama 
teachers, all of whom direct 
productions every year.

That means that productions  
are staged in a variety of venues 
including the Studio Theatre and  
the Yolande Paterson Hall at  
St Helen’s, the Drama Studio  
and Amey Theatre at Abingdon, 
and sometimes spaces such as  
the Library, Sports Hall or even  
the Refectory!

What’s on offer?

More than you can possibly imagine.

The Drama Department takes pride in offering an exciting  
and diverse range of theatrical opportunities and creating 
dynamic, high quality productions. There is usually one  
senior production (Year 11 and Sixth Form) at St Helen’s and  
one at Abingdon each year, in contrasting style or genre. 
There is also one small-cast Sixth Form only production at  
St Helen’s. Sixth formers often self-direct small productions  
or offer rehearsed readings of new or existing work.

The majority of productions and activities are run jointly  
with Abingdon School and the technical crew and stage 
management teams are also usually mixed for these shows. 
Many Sixth formers take on vital support and leadership 
roles in Lower and Middle School productions, from 
designing costume and set to operating lighting.

What do students say?

“I am very grateful for the opportunity to  
be involved in Fiddler on the Roof, I had an 
amazing time and it was a really special way  
to round off drama at school for me. I have  
acted in a production every year since I started  
at St Helen’s and the experiences I have had  
and the friendships I have made have been  
both invaluable and irreplaceable and this 
would not have been possible without the 
Drama Department. So thanks not only for 
Fiddler but for all the opportunities provided 
over the years and I am excited to come and 
watch future productions!”

Recent highlights

• Over 40 students took part in the joint 
production of Fiddler on the Roof at St Helen’s 
in YPH across three sold-out nights.

• In February 2018, students performed 
Kneehigh’s innovative and imaginative  
piece A Matter of Life and Death in the  
Amey Theatre at Abingdon School.

• A Sixth Form drama scholar performed in 
Before Sunrise, a two-hander adapted from  
the acclaimed film by Richard Linklater.

• In September 2017 a sixth form student  
wrote and directed Upper West Side Story,  
a thoughtfully researched play about the 
golden age of Broadway.


